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SUMMARY
The purpose of this study is to determine the optimal harvest time for seeds of Butea monosperma as defined by fruit
maturation stage. The seeds were harvested at different stages of their development and fruit and seed size, fresh and dry
mass, moisture content, germination percentage, tolerance to drying were recorded. Though fresh weight of both fruits
and seeds reached maximum at 58 DAA, dry weight of fruits and seeds continued to increase upto 73 DAA till the time
of seed dispersal. Onset of germinability (25%) was observed at 58 DAA before the completion of dry mass accumulation.
Full germinability and tolerance to low moisture content were achieved at 73 DAA at the time of seed shedding. At this
stage colour of the seed turned brown that can be used as a visual indicator for time of seed collection.
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