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SUMMARY : The system of rice intensification (SRI) has been introduced as an alternative system for
growing rice with lesser inputs and water. Labour is one of the most crucial concerns in the adoption of
SRI by farmers. SRI requires intensive labour inputs for land preparation, crop care, and water
management, especially at the early phase of adoption. According to the latest census of Government
of India (2011) 53 per cent of all male workers but 75 per cent of all female workers, and 85 per cent of all
rural female workers, are in agriculture. The present study was, therefore, undertaken, to identify
training needs of farm women in SRI cultivation and to analyze the drudgery perceived by farm women
in traditional and SRI cultivation methods. Line sowing was felt as a new skill to be acquired and rated
as highly skilful as farm women had to be careful and systematically plant within the square. There is
immense scope of harnessing the potential of training members of women’s self-help groups (SHG) to
form a SRI task force to help in the wide spread adoption of SRI by farmers.
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